THE AMERICAN GREENWAYS PROGRAM

ey T . _ a

THE CONSERVATION FUND www.conservationfund.org

Property Owner and Tenant Concerns

Peopleand ingtitutionswho own land a ong proposed greenway corridorsare animportant group. Itisawaysagoodidea
to meet with property ownersone-on-one. When approaching landowners, try to anticipatetheir concernsso that you can
answer their questionsand cadm any fears. Ask about their concerns. Try to determinewhether their concernsarerea or
theresult of misinformation, hostility toward government, or smpleterritorial instincts. Alwayslisten carefully and make
surelandownersknow you take these matters seriously. Landowner opposition can sink agreenway project or color
public attitudes so that funding isdifficult to secure. Remember, the greenway will affect them asmuch asanyone, so
explain how the greenway will benefit them. Common landowner concernsare:

« Liability. Alwaysbe prepared to discussliability issues. What happensif someone isinjured onthelandowner’s
property? Isthelandowner covered by adequateinsurance, either hisor her own or asprovided by theland trust or
gateor loca government liability legidation?

« Crime. Eventhough there hasbeen no documentedincreasein criminal activity on greenways, crimeisamost
alwaysaconcern. In Greenwaysfor America(pp.186,187), CharlesLittle citesthe example of Seattle’ sBurke-
GilmanTrail. Police officerswho patrolled thetrail wereinterviewed about problemswith crimeand vandaism. Their
responsewasthat “thereisnot agreater incidence of burglariesand vandalism of homesalong thetrail.” Thepolice
noted that problemsin parksare generaly confined to areas of easy motor vehicleaccess. Despitefearsthat greenways
will beused by “outsiders,” it'susually thelocal citizenswho usethe path. Merely opening agreenway to public use
may, infact, discourageunsavory activitiesinderelict areas. Safety issueswill bedifferentinasmall, rura trailway than
inalargerecreational greenway inabig city. See Fact Sheet No. 4

« Property Taxesand Property Values. Some peoplefavor devel oping open spaceto expand thetax base. Expansion
of thetax base, however, doesnot necessarily meanincreased revenueto theloca government. Development almost
alwaysmeansanincreasein infrastructure and public servicerequirements, and the cost of providing these services
often outweighsthe additional tax revenue.

« Theother property tax issueyou will probably faceisaconcernthat theloca government will increasetaxesto pay
for thegreenway. Infact, increased tax revenuesare usually generated by anincreasein property valueson land near
thegreenway. Theexceptionswould bejurisdictionswhere property assessmentslag behind market valuesand states
that have passed | egidation limiting real-estatetax increases. Somecommunitieshavelevied additional taxesto pay for
greenways, but these taxes usually take the form of special assessments. Landownerswho donate easements can
actually reducetheir own property tax assessments. |naddition, easementsreducethe cost of full acquisitionfor the
town.

« PrivateProperty Rights. Somelandownersare opposed to putting land into public ownership for any reason. You

simply may not be ableto changetheir minds, but we advocate that you stressthe benefitsto the community, their
community.
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« Maintenance. Beprepared to answer alandowner’sconcern that the government can’t maintain what it already
manages, let done new property.

« Privacy. Landownersmay be concerned about trespassing and privacy or about thetrail interfering with agricultural
or businessactivitieson their property. To addressthisconcern, somegreenwaysusefencesand landscaping to buffer
private property; others, likethe Stowe Recrestion Peth, literdly givethelandownersablank map and let them Sitethe
path acrosstheir property. See Fact Sheet No. 4

« LandUse. Bepreparedto explaintheconcept of conservation easements. OrganizationsliketheLand Trust Alliance
(www.lta.org or 202-638-4725) and loca land trusts can offer you ass stance and provide you with information about
easements and how other groups have used them.

Thisfact sheet isoneof aseriesproduced by the American Greenways Program. For additional information, to order
materials, or to recelveinformation about grants, please contact:

American GreenwaysProgram
TheConservation Fund
1800 N. Kent Street, Suite 1120
Arlington, VA 22209
Phone (703) 525-6300 Fax (703) 525-4610
WWW.conser vationfund.org

Fact Sheet Number Seven



