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What isa Greenway?

Greenwaysarecorridorsof protected public and private land established along rivers, stream valleys, ridges, abandoned
railroad corridors, utility rights-of-way, cana's, scenicroadsor other linear features. Greenwaysoften link recreational,
cultural, and ecological featureswhileimproving network pathwaysfor peopleandwildlife. Greenwaysasofunctionas
buffersto protect forests, wetlands, grasd ands, and riversand provideamultitude of benefitsfor people, wildlifeand the
economy.

« Incitiesand other urban areas, greenways can encompass hatural or man-made featuresand can be
managed primarily for resource conservation or recregtion. Urban greenways can stimul ate thelocal
economy and improvethe community’simage.

« Inthe countryside, greenwaysareplanned natural corridorslinking large natural areaslike state parks,
nationa forests, or wildliferefuges. Rural greenways preserve native habitatsand wildlifemigration routesand can bean
impetusto restore environmentally valuable landscapes. 1n conjunction with existing and proposed recreational trall
systems, rura greenwayswill form the heart of America snetwork of greenways.

Fromthehillsof inland Americato the beachesand barrier idandsof the coast, greenways provide avast network linking
our nation’sspecid placesand providing awholethat istruly greater than the sum of itsparts.

What arethe benefitsof greenways?

No other conservation initiative providesso many ecologica, economic, and quality of lifebenefitsto the communitiesthat
createthem. Greenwaysnot only protect environmentally important lands and native plantsand animals, they also link
peoplewith the natural world and outdoor recreationa opportunities.

Greenways can also:

» Hédppreservethebiologica diversity of plant and animal speciesby maintaining the connection between natural
communities

»  Soften urban and suburban landscapeswith ribbons of green that improvethequality of lifeand enhance
property values.

» Hepprotect thequantity and quality of water -anatural resourcevital to people, plants, and wildlife.

» Direct development and growth away fromimportant natural resource areas.

* Providedternativetransportation routesthat connect people, communities, and the countryside.

* Actasoutdoor classrooms.

» Providetheposshility for joint-use partnershipsaong corridorswith sewer, utility, and fiber-opticlinesandrailroad
interests.

* Protect our nation’scultura heritage.
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What isthe American GreenwaysProgram?

The American GreenwaysProgramisaprogram of The Conservation Fund, anationa organization committedtoland and
water conservation. American Greenwayswas created to hel p assembleanational network of linked natural areasand
other open spaces. The program serves as an umbrella organi zation, promoting the greenways concept at the national,
sate, regional, andlocal levels. It provides professiona and technica assistanceto interested citizens, privatelandowners,
non-profit and for-profit organizations, and government agencies.

Through theformation of conservation partnerships, American Greenwaysoperates by working with sate agenciesaswell
as privateand public efforts at the grassrootslevel . American Greenways hel ps create state and regional greenway
networksand fostersthe establishment of local level greenway projects.

How can you help?

Weinviteyou tojoin thegrowing partnership of individuals, organizations, communities and public agenciesworking to
foster anational network of greenways. Weencourageyou to providegreenway leadershipinyour community by utilizing
theinformation from thesefact sheetsto promotethe establishment of greenwaysinyour area. For additional information,
contact usat:

American GreenwaysProgram
TheConservation Fund
1800 North Kent Street, Suite 1120
Arlington, Virginia22209
Phone (703) 525-6300
FAX (703) 525-4610
Www.conservationfund.org
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